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ENERGY OPTIONS: CONSERVATION OR NEW TECHNOLOGY 
VOICE: 

CONGRESS MAY HAVE DELAYED ITS APPROVAL OF THE CONSERVATION 
MEASURES CONTAINED IN PRESIDENT CARTER'S 1977 ENERGY PROGRAM BUT 
IT IS LIKELY TO GIVE A WARMER RECEPTION TO SOME OF THE ENERGY 
PROPOSALS IN THE ADMINISTRATION NEW BUDGET. VOA'S LARRY 
LESUEUR HAS THIS BACKGROUND REPORT. 

VOICE: 

FIVE YEARS AGO, BEFORE THE ARAB OIL EMBARGO, THE UNITED 
STATES WAS SPENDING ABOUT 775 MILLION DOLLARS A YEAR FOR ENERGY 
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT. BUT FOR THIS YEAR, CONGRESS HAS 
ALREADY APPROPRIATED MORE THAN THREE THOUSAND MILLION DOLLARS FOR 
VARIOUS ENERGY RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS, INCLUDING ATOMIC 
ENERGY. IN ADDITION, PRESIDENT CARTER'S FISCAL 1979 BUDGET CALLS 
FOR MAJOR INCREASES FOR BASIC SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH, 

ON THE OTHER HAND, MR. CARTER, HIMSELF TRAINED IN ENGINEERING, 
HAS PROPOSED SMALLER INCREASES IN GOVERNMENT OUTLAYS FOR THE 
WORK OF ENGINEERS IN APPLIED ENERGY TECHNOLOGY, THIS DE~EMPHASIS 
MAY BE ATTRIBUTED TO AN ADMINISTRATION VIEW THAT MOST OF THE COSTS 
OF DEVELOPING PROMISING NEW TECHNOLOGIES SHOULD BE BORNE BY PRIVATE 
INOUSTRY. IT MAY ALSO GROW OUT OF A CONVICTION THAT CONGRESS 
HAS ALREADY GENEROUSLY ALLOCATED FUNDS TO ASSIST INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH 
INTO NEW ENERGY SOURCES, 

INDEED, SPENDING FOR RESEARCH INTO NEW ENERGY SOURCES PROVED 
SO POPULAR IN CONGRESS THAT ENERGY DEPARTMNT CHIEF JAMES 
SCHLESSINGER HAS CAUTIONED AGAINST JUST "THROWING MONEY" AT 
THE ENERGY PROBLEM, 


THE ADMINISTRATION'S ENERGY PROGRAM SUBMITTED TO CONGRESS 
LAST YEAR AND STILL WAITING FOR ENACTMENT STRESSED ENERGY 
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CONSERVATION AS THE QUICKEST WAY OF REDUCING THE U.S, DEPENDENCE 
ON IMPORTED ENERGY SUPPLIES, BUT CONGRESS, PARTICULARLY SOME 
MEMBERS OF THE SENATE MINDFUL OF HOW GOVERNMENT MONEY DEVELOPED 
THE ATOMIC ENERGY INDUSTRY, HAS SHOWN MORE ENTHUSIASM FOR 
SUBSIDIZING APPLIED ENERGY TECHNOLOGY THAN FOR PROPOSALS FOR 
LIMITING CONSUMER DEMAND BY RAISING ENERGY PRICES THROUGH TAXATION. 
IN THE ADMINISTRATION'S VIEW, HIGHER PRICES FOR CRUDE OIL 
AND NATURAL GAS WOULD HELP SHIFT U.S. DEMAND AWAY FROM IMPORTED 
OIL TOWARD MORE PLENTIFUL DOMESTIC ENERGY SUPPLIES, SUCH AS COAL. 
BUT SOME SENATORS HAVE SHOWN IMPATIENCE AT THE PACE OF EFFORTS 
AIMED AT TRYING TO MOVE AMERICA OFF WHAT THEY CALL THE TREADMILL 
OF ENERGY SHORTAGES. AND, BY SUBSIDIZING RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 
OF SOME EXOTIC ENERGY POSSIBILITIES, SUCH AS ELECTRICITY FROM THE 
SUN, TAPPING THE ENERGY OF OCEAN CURRENTS, AND DRILLING FOR UNDER- 
GROUND STEAM, CONGRESS HAS SHOWN MORE INTEREST IN EFFORTS TO 
DEVELOP ALTERNATIVE ENERGY SOURCES THAN IT HAS IN THE 
ADMINISTRATION'S PROPOSED OIL AND GAS CONSERVATION MEASURES. 
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